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continually cite the examples of Abraham, Moses, and Jesus,"
say his adversaries : " work miracles like them, and we will
believe you." They shew him a hill of red earth. '" Change
it into gold, and we will acknowledge our defeat." (K. vi.) He
replied, that though these prophets had worked miracles the
people were no better; that when God set aside the laws by
which He governed the world, He would not fail to punish
severely those who had refused to believe in the signs of his
power; and that he himself would not bring down this judg-
ment upon his unhappy country. He now changed his tone,
and appealed to his journey one night, first to Jerusalem, and
thence through all the heavens to within a bow-shot of the
throne of God. It is minutely narrated in the Traditions (xvu.);
but it is remarkable, that in the Koran (xvm.) there is only one
brief reference to it. The story was too marvellous to be credited;
but Abubekr came to his help, declaring that he would vouch
for the truth of whatever Mohammed had said, which obtained
from him the surname, with which he is still honoured, of the
faithful witness. "As often as he is pressed," says Gibbon, " by
the demands of the Koreish, he involves himself in the obscure
boast of vision and prophesy, appeals to the internal proofs
of his doctrine, and "shields himself behind the providence of
God, who refuses those signs and wonders which would depre-
ciate the merit of faith, and aggravate the guilt of infidelity.'*
The Koran itself he declares a standing miracle; nor would he
have so frequently brought forward a challenge to his contem-
poraries which miglit be dangerous, if he could have appealed
to other credentials less disputable and more impressive. His
followers, however, are determined to give him the poweriie dis-
claims, building up a few^ambiguous passages of the Koran, and
appealing to the Traditions. The chroniclers, such as Abulfeda,
disfigure their narratives with ahsurcl legends of angels waiting
upon him, even before his mission, such as Gabriel carrying
a cloud over his head to screen him from the heat of the sun's
rays; which, repeated by her servants to Khadijah, induced her
to propose marriage to him. They are mostly of the childish
character which distinguish the wonders of the spurious gospels